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SUMVARY AND CONCLUSI ONS

Chi nese secret societies traditionally have their origin in novenents
whi ch are forced underground, in conditions which nurture rebellion,
or in the sanme human instincts which nake "joiners" of Anericans. The
one el enent they have in common is secrecy. There is, however, great
di vergence in the degree and extent of secrecy. They are found
everywhere that Chinese live and in all |evels of Chinese society.
They are fornmed for al nost every concei vabl e purpose, but in general
may be described as principally religious, political, self-
protective, mutual benefit, or even racketeering in their ains.

Most, if not all, Chinese secret societies have a nystical character.
Societies which resort to arned resistance frequently prom se their
menbers invul nerability to wounds if a specified fornmula is foll owed.
There are usually elaborate rites,, especially for initiation of new
menbers. Many societies have degrees of nenbership, each with its

al lure of new secrets to be | earned. Secret signs of recognition,
secret | anguage, or even secret, witing may be used.

The organi zation of a Chinese secret society is often very | oose.
Branch societies may be | argely autononous, and it is a common device
for themto bear nanmes different fromeach other and fromthe parent
organi zation. Coordination within a society or even anong societies
may be achi eved by conferences of repre-
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sentatives or through the formation of a coordinating society.

O fsetting this structural |ooseness is a tight relation between
menbers. Applicants for nmenbership nust be sponsored by nenbers, who
take on not only the responsibility of steering themthrough
initiation and inducting theminto the secrets of the organization,
but a continuing responsibility for their conduct. The relation

bet ween nenber and sponsor is akin to that between student and



teacher in China. Simlarly, "blood brotherhood" constitutes a
famlial tie, with corresponding responsibilities. Joining a secret
means subj ecting oneself to rigid discipline and to unquesti oni ng
obedi ence to the | eaders of the society. Usually only death can

rel ease one fromnenbership or fromthe vows taken on entry

As the people’s neans of organi zi ng against, or in defiance of,
governnent, it is in the nature of Chinese secret societies to be
opposed to established authority. As weapons of opposition they are
very effective, but they rarely devel op constructive plans; they are
repositories of conservatism resenting change, or calling for a
return of the old. Wile they are often in opposition to a | ocal
official or landlord, their |eadership frequently cones formthe sane
cl ass. Moreover, since all considerations of security tend to pl ace
autocratic control in the hands of the | eaders, the | eaders sonetines
divert the resources of the society to their own ends.
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The Kuom ntang, which was born as a secret society and rose to power
with the aid of another, found it necessary to create yet other
secret societies for the doubl e purpose of opposing its enem es, both
I nternal and external, and of bolstering its position under Chiang
Kai - shek’ s | eadership. Such a secret society within the Party has put
the CC dique in control of the Party machine. Another in the Arny
has tightened the bonds of |oyalty between arny officers and the
Generalissino. In both cases special service organi zati ons have been
devel oped whi ch have many features in common with the traditional
secret society.

Areas of China now controlled by the Chinese Communi sts are areas in
whi ch the peasants had organi zed in secret societies through the
twenties for protection against the depredations of successive

warl ords. In those parts that had been under Japanese authority

bef ore com ng under Communi st control the sanme or simlar societies
had been used to resist the Japanese. Under Comruni st control,
however, the Conmuni st nmet hod of organizing the people seens to have
now suppl anted, or absorbed, the traditional secret society nethod.

I n 1927 Kuom ntang control of |abor in the Yangtze Vall ey and coast al
areas was |largely delegated to a vast racketeering secret society

Wi th headquarters in the French Concessi on of Shanghai. This society
shared Kuom ntang fears of labor’s grow ng self-consci ousness under
the stinmulation of Chinese Conmmuni st organi zers. Until Pearl Harbor



It was abl e, by
page Vi i

organi zing its own | abor groups and by strong-arm net hods, to keep
| abor from organi zing. Since then its hold on Iabor in the Shanghai
area has been | oosened, both by the Japanese and by Communi st
organi zers from nearby guerrilla areas.

I n Chungking the Central Governnment has had to neet the opposition of
a sonewhat simlar society which controls | ocal Governnent in
Szechwan, Si kang, and parts of the northwest. This opposition has on
t he whol e been passive, but has flared up at tines in local revolts.

The Japanese have | ong been aware of the potentialities of Chinese
secret societies as a political tool. To what extent they were

I nvol ved in the creation of secret societies in China prior to the
war is not clear, but there is reason to believe that they are nmaking
use of societies which straddle free and occupi ed areas of China.
Secret societies are known to have been created for the purpose of
neeting on their own ground the societies which controlled the
underworl d in Shanghai and el sewhere.

I n occupi ed areas secret society opposition to the Japanese renains a
potential force and is likely to becone active as the Japanese
position weakens sufficiently to offer sone hope of Chinese victory.

PCLI TI CAL | MPLI CATI ONS OF CHI NESE SECRET SOCI ETI ES

| . 1 NTRODUCTI ON

A. Scope of the Report

This report is designed to provide an understandi ng of the place of
secret societies in the present-day political scene in China. It does
not attenpt to provide detailed information about particul ar
societies. Such societies as are nentioned are chosen for their val ue
in illustrating specific points. They conprise only a small percent
of the societies reported to exist, and undoubtedly a nuch smaller
fraction of those in existence. Nor is any attenpt nade to provide
nanes and addresses of secret society nenbers or |eaders. Rather, it



I's hoped that the report will be an aid to evaluating infornmation
about specific secret societies or an individual's connection with
one.

B. Sources of Information

The literature on Chinese secret societies is extensive but of
varying quality, and often based upon inaccurate reports by persons
unfam liar wth the Chinese | anguage. Sone Western schol ars of China
have made distinct contributions to the subject by studies based on
Chi nese sources. A few Westerners have reported on their experiences
as nenbers of a Chinese secret society or as officials who have had
contacts wth Chinese secret societies anong overseas Chinese.
Studi es by mssionaries usually concentrate on the religious aspects
of these societies.
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The nopst assiduous students of Chinese secret societies in recent
years seemto have been Japanese. The present study nmakes sone use of
sources in both Chinese and Japanese | anguages.

It is not surprising that nost of what is known about specific secret
societies is historical, or relates to societies which retain nore of
the secret society tradition than of secrecy. The nore current the
I nformation sought, the less is to be found. Scraps of information
drawn from here and there and an occasional report on the activities
of sonme society furnish only scattered details. Neverthel ess, when
t hese are conbined with materi al available on the past activities of
Chi nese secret societies, a picture of present-day societies energes.

C. Definition of a Chinese Secret Society

A. Chinese secret society is any association of Chinese in which
secrecy is a bond of organization. It is not necessarily a subversive
organi zation, or even political in its objectives. Secret societies
are fornmed for a wide variety of purposes,and while nost of them have
both a religious and a political tinge, the only thing in common to
all of themis sone degree of secrecy.

The nane of a secret society does not in itself reveal its secret
character, and the termused to designate the type of organization
varies as nmuch as that indicated by the English words society, sect,
| odge, fraternity, order, grange, association, and
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the Iike. The overall termfor secret society, pi m hui, does not

di stingui sh between fraternal or religious groups in which perhaps
only the ritual is secret, and organi zations which are secret because
t hey oppose, or defy, existing governnent. The reason may lie in the
fact that few Chinese secret societies have not at sone tine engaged
in activities which put them at variance wth governnent.

Wi | e Chi nese secret societies characteristically arise in

spont aneous response to sonme need of a group of people, societies may
be deliberately created, as in the case of societies which have been
pl anned, organi zed, and financed by the Kuom ntang and by the
Japanese in Cccupi ed China.

D. Hi storical Background

Anong the earliest known Chinese secret societies is the Red Eyebrows
(Ch’ih Mei), a political society dating fromearly in the Christian
era. Some resenbl ances between Chi nese secret societies and those of
primtive peoples in the Eastern Hem sphere suggest that the forner
may al so have primtive origins. As each ruling dynasty waned and the
restraints on exploitation of the people by | ocal governnent

weakened, secret societies sprang up or were revived. Sone, whether
admttedly political, religious, or social ained at overthrow ng the
dynasty; others were content with ridding thensel ves of vicious |ocal
officials or getting relief froman intol erable econom c situation.
The | ast century saw two nmj or
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rebel lions staged by secret societies --- the Tai ping and Boxer
rebellions --- and engendered so nany societies in all parts of China

t hat they becane an inportant factor in the overthrow of the Manchu
dynasty. Sun Yat-sen provided the | eadership and the direction to
opposition that had | ong been nounting. He was not only a nenber of
at | east one powerful society --the Elder Brothers Society (Ko Lao
Hui)-- but he organi zed a nunber of secret societies in succession.
The Kuomintang is a direct descendant fromthese societies.

Two powerful and ancient secret societies should be nentioned for
their influence on the present: the White Lotus Society (Pai Lien
Hui ) and the Hung Soci ety.




The White Lotus Society was a Buddhi st society with anti-dynastic
tendencies. First nmention of it is found in the fifth century. Later
it took a leading part in the overthrow of the Mongol Yuan dynasty.
During the M ng dynasty, which followed, it lay dormant, but sprang
into life again in the Manchu dynasty. Early in the nineteenth
century it was proscribed, along with a nunber of societies suspected
of opposing the governnent. Modst witers agree that it has since |ost
its identity, but that a whole series of societies trace direct
descent fromit, and that other societies show marks of its

I nfl uence. The Right Living Society (Tsai Li Chiao), in North China
seens to be one of many descendants of the Wiite Lotus Society, as
wer e t he Boxers.
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The Hung Society is one nane given a | oose group of societies whose
base is in south China and which have a common ritual and history.
Engl i sh-1 anguage authors al so speak of it as the Hung Men, Fl ood
Gate, Red Gate, Hung League, and the Triad Society. The nane Triad is
variously explained as being derived fromthe nanes of societies
within the general group: The San T'ien Hui, the San Ho Hui (san
meaning three in each case), or the T'ien Ti Hui in which the trinity
I s of heaven, earth, and man. Branches of the Hung Society are found
under various nanes wherever overseas Chinese have gone. That in the
United States now calls itself the Hung Man Chee Kung Tong. Wet her
the Hung Pang (Red Circle or Red Gang) is an offshoot of the Hung
Society or is another nanme for it is not clear. It may be part of the
Hung Soci ety which has converted its ancient Robin Hood tactics to
nodern racketeering. There is a further lack of clarity in the

rel ati ons between the Hung Pang (Red G rcle or Gang) and the Ch'ing
Pang (Geen Circle or Gang), which are sonetines spoken of as one
organi zation, the Ch’'ing-Hung Pang. While stories as to their origins
vary, nost such accounts give them separate origins.
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|1 PURPOSES OF SECRET SOCI ETI ES

A Dfficulty of Determ nati on




Chi nese secret societies have been forned for al nost every

concei vabl e purpose, and under all sorts of guises. In fact, it is
not al ways possible to determne the original ains of a society. Sone
witers say that the Wiite Lotus Society (Pai Lien Hui) was
originally a variant sect of Buddhi sm which was pronounced hereti cal
and driven underground, wth the result that it becane anti-dynastic.
QO hers say that it was anti-dynastic society forned in the senbl ance
of a Buddhi st sect, and therefore suppressed.

The very fact that a secret society is secret nakes determ nation of
its purposes difficult, for the life of its nenbers may depend on the
conceal nent of its real objectives. In this type of organization it

I s possible, also, for the | eaders to keep the rank and file of the
menbers, as well as the world in general, confused as to its real

pur poses. Nor should it be assuned that a society can have only one
aim Sone Chinese secret societies are conparable to American cl ubs
whi ch provide social events for their nenbers, engage in welfare work
in the community, extend the business opportunities of its nenbers,
and act as pressure groups on political issues.
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B. Principal A ns

The Encyclopedia Sinica ! differentiates secret societies on the
basis of their being political, religious, a conbination of the
above, or “personal,” as in the case of the Golden O chid Society
(Chin Lan Chiao) whose girl nenbers are pledged not to marry. From
what can be | earned of present-day secret societies in China it seens
nore realistic to say that the ains of a society may be prinmarily
religious, political, self-protective, nutual benefit (social), or
any conbi nation of those. Sone have added racketeering.

1. Religious. The term"secret sect" is sonetinmes used to distinguish
religious secret societies fromother types. But, since the history
of this type of secret society in China seens to showthat it is
practically inpossible for it to avoid becomng involved in political
matters at some tine, the distinction is rather artificial. A secret
sect may be started without regard for considerations of politics,

but it easily becones the tool of particular interests.

Many secret societies have stemmed directly fromreligi ous novenents,
ei ther as sects of Buddhism Taoism or sone other religion, or as
new conbi nati ons of existing religions. Sonetines
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Such societies seemto have been started with no ideas of secrecy,

but have been driven underground by persecution as heretical sects.
The Golden Elixir Society (Chin Tan Chiao) is one of the ol dest of
the religious sects still active as such, perhaps because it has been
able to withstand infiltration of secular interests nore successfully
t han nost.

In the first ten years after the Revol ution when tol eration of both
religion and of secret societies was at a high point in China, a
nunber of new secret sects sprang up. Their distinguishing features
were their attenpt to fuse various religions and their enphasis on
noral and ethical standards. Sonme of them prohibited snoking,
drinking, and ganbling. Their existences, nenbership, and general
ainms were all open, only an inner core of ritual and revel ation, and
per haps purpose, being kept secret. Oficials and well-to-do

busi nessmen seemto have forned the | eadership of these societies,
whose nenbers were drawn largely fromthe upper and m ddl e cl asses.

These societies spread rapidly. Branches of one or nore soon appeared
t hr oughout Chi na, including Manchuria, and even in Japan and anong
overseas Chinese as far south as Singapore. Their efforts at a fusion
of religions, which in several cases included Christianity, may be
expl ai ned do the basis of the inpact of the Western world upon China
at the tinme. The elenent of secrecy is harder to explain. It could,

of course, have provided a cloak for political preparedness at a tine
when rival groups were
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constantly contending for power. At |east one, the Fell owship of
Goodness (T ung Shan She) had many nenbers of the pro-Japanese Anfu
Clique anong its |l eaders. The susceptibility of these societies to

Japanese mani pul ation in GCccupied China will be discussed belovv).l

2. Political. The classic exanple of the use of political secret
societies in China in nodern tines is the over throw of the Manchu
dynasty. The seeds of opposition to that dynasty had been kept alive
t hroughout its two hundred and fifty years in various secret

soci eties and had fl ourished under m sgovernnent in the nineteenth
century. Sun Yat-sen capitalized on this opposition and on the

| oosely woven but w despread net of secret societies within China and




anong overseas Chincse. Wiile the societies fromwhich he drew
support were of all types, the societies which he forned to provide
| eadership for his novenent were admttedly political. The present
Kuom ntang is an outgrowth of these societies forned by Sun Yat-sen,
and retained the characteristics of a secret society until its

reorgani zati on under Soviet influence in 1924. 2

It still nmakes use of the secret society typo of organization.§
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When the Revolution in 1911 succeeded in overthrow ng the Manchu
dynasty, the objective for which nost Chinese secret societies had
wor ked and plotted since the mddle of the seventeenth century were
acconplished. Since then the political ains of the secret societies
have taken a sonewhat different bent. Sane societies sinply faded
out. O hers have becone concerned with protecting their own vested

I nterests. Meanwhil e new political secret societies have been forned
on a drastically new basis: to support the governnent, rather than to
overthrow it.

A political secret society which had its birth and gromh as an anti -
Manchu organi zati on, and which supported Sun Yat-sen in the

Revol ution, continues in western China as the power behind | ocal
governnent. This is the Elder Brothers Society, or Ko Lao Hui. It
still exists in the central China provinces of Hunan and Hupeh where
It becane promnent in the last century, but its center of strength
seens now to be in west and northwest China. It is active in Kansu,
Shensi, and as far north as Inner Mngolia. In Szechwan and Si kang it

dom nates | ocal and provincial govern-nent and seriously limts the

control of the central governnent over | ocal affairs.t

Sonme witers find a connection between the Ko Lao Hui and the Red and
G een Gangs (Hung Pang, Ch'ing Pang), in the the | ower Yangtze Vall ey
and coastal regions. Sone evidence
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points to three general, but not exactly delimted, spheres of

i nfluence: the Ko Lao Hui in the west and northwest; the Ch'ing Pang
in the central and | ower Yangtze Valley and al ong comruni cati on

| ines; and the Hung Pang in the north, south and overseas. In any
case these societies seemto have nuch in common and to derive their



differences largely fromthe differences in their bases of power.
The Ko Lao Hui stands on a program of resisting Central Governnent
encroachnments. The Ch’ing Pang, if not the Hung Pang, has at the
same tinme supported the Central Governnent and succeeded in winging
concessions fromit. The political ains of this type of society are
no | onger concerned with elimnating bad governnent, but wth
controlling governnent to protect the economc interests of the

soci ety.

An exanpl e of a nodern political secret society is the Society for
Purifying the Heart (Hsi Hsin She) fornmed by Yen Hsi-shan anong the
officials of Shansi after he becane governor. This is probably the
sane society as the one recently reported to include sone two-thirds
of the civil and mlitary personal in Yen Hsi-shan 's area. This
organi zati on undoubtedly has nmuch in common with the O ficers' Moral
Endeavor Corps forned by Chiang Kai-shek a few years ago in an effort
to inprove the norale of the Chinese Arny and to weld it to hinself
as the national |eader. The Shansi Soci ety has added advant ages
because its secret society organization. It is said for instance that
t he
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standard puni shnment for infractions of its rul es agai nst snoking,
drinking, and ganbling is suicide, a not uncommon penalty for

breaki ng secret society rules.®

3. Self-protective. Closely related to the anti-dynastic type of
secret political society is the peasant vigilante organization which
Is formed on secret society lines. It appears when organi zed

gover nnent breaks down or when the depredations of |ocal warlords,

| andl ords, or tax collectors becone unbearable. The nenbers are
usually ill armed and ill trained, but depend on nystical charns and
I ncantations to protect thenselves. Such societies as the Big Swords
(Ta Tao Hui), the Little Swords (Hsiao Tao Hui), the Red Spears
(Hung Ch’iang Hui), and the Red Lantern Society (Hu Teng Hui) are
anong those nost frequently nentioned, but a great many societies of
this sort are known. In the 1920's they sprang up all over North

Chi na and only subsi ded when the Kuom ntang gai ned a neasure of
control over the warlords of that area. Sonetines they were hardly
di sti ngui shabl e from bandit gangs, as peasants who wore separat ed
fromtheir land by war, fam ne, or excessive taxation banded
together. In sone cases they organized against a |andlord or | ocal
official. In other cases they were organi zed under the | eadership of




the |l andl ords who trained and arned them and who used themfor their
own ends. Frequently they had to bide their tinme until the warlord
of the nonent was show ng signs of weakness when they would rise up
and drive himfromthe area.
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After the Japanese invasion of Manchuria such societies forned
pockets of |ocal resistance until Japanese control becane too strong.
Again, in the present war they have |ed, and are |eading | ocal

resi stance and guerrilla novenents agai nst the Japanese in China

pr oper.

Maj or Carl son describes this type of organization from his experience
in North China in the first years of the Sino-Japanese war as foll ows:

“The | ocal forces of the people are generally led by the mddle
peasants, but their ranks are filled by the poor. Their form of

organi zation is rather backward and has many nedieval traits. They
have nunerous nanmes and each is independent of the other.

Superstition is the bond that all use to bind their nenbers together.
The groups are divided according to the different god each worships
and the different nethod each uses to train its nenbers. The
particul ar god each worships and the rituals it perforns are as a rule
kept secret. The eating of neat and garlic and sexual intercourse are

forbidden by all the sects. Such are the peculiar traits of these

sem - medi eval peasant organi zations.” 1

In the past the people's grievances agai nst one segnent of the ruling
hi erarchy have frequently been diverted by this segnent agai nst sone
ot her group. In the case of the Boxer Rebellion anti-dynastic feeling
was turned against the foreigners on whomthe governnent laid the
blane for its inadequacies. In Szechwan at present |ocal warl ords
with the backing of the Ko Lao Hui seem able to convince the people
that their difficulties are due to Central Government inter-ference

with the affairs of the province.Z
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Mut ual Benefit. A type of secret society which is especially
preval ent anong overseas Chinese has its beginnings at |east as

mut ual benefit society. The Chinese, finding thenselves in a strange
| and anong strange custons and | aws, and often discrim nated agai nst,
formed "tongs." Menbership in a tong may be base on common




geographical origin in China or on common nenbership in a clan. O her
tongs derive fromthe anti-dynastic Hung League, or Triad Society,
whose base is in South China, the honme of alnost all overseas Chinese.

The benefits derived from nenbership in such a society are not always
nmut ual as between the rank and file of the nenbers and the | eaders of
a society. The benefits which the average nenber derives are

i dentification with a group, association with other nenbers, the use

of the |odge hall, arbitration of his difficulties wth other
menbers, and protection agai nst non-nenbers and outside authorities.
In addition he may count on help if he becones ill and on having his

bones shi pped hone for burial in China if famly finances are not
adequat e.

The | eaders derive these sane benefits, as well as substanti al
nonetary and ot her benefits. They may not only reserve a percentage
of dues for thenselves, but collect a fee on nost transactions in
whi ch the nenbers are involved. The fact that such a society, while
giving protection to its nenbers, demands inplicit obedi ence from
themoffers its | eaders tenpting possibilities. Under such
circunstances the nurder of a political or other rival is easily
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Racket eeri ng. Racketeering is probably a by-product rather than
origi nal purpose of a secret society. But while the techniques are
nodern the secret society tradition is not w thout precedent for this
type of activity. The so-called Robin Hood bands which are
romantically descri bed as robbing the rich to feed the poor were
probably not always uninterested in the division of the spoils. Nor
Is the levying of protection noney a nodern invention. The opening
of China to Westerners and nodern big business and the granting of
forei gn concessions presented new opportunities. Best known in this
connection arc the various pang, a termwhich is usually transl ated
as "gang.” The nost publicized are the already-nentioned G een and
Red gangs, (Ch’'ing Pang and Hung Pang ), though pai (white) and

hei (bl ack)gangs are al so spoken of. The Ch’ing Pang originated as a
bandi ng toget her of boatnen on the Grand Canal for self-protection,

or, according to another version, for snuggling. It spread
t hr oughout the whole systemof the G and Canal and the Yantze Vall ey
wat erways and later along railway lines until it is said to have

gai ned a strangl ehold on communi cations over a wide area. Before
Pear| Harbor it had its headquarters in the French Concession in
Shanghai, from which point of vantage it not only controlled all



types of |abor having to do wth communi cations, but derived a profit
fromnost transactions in the city --- ganbling, opium and
prostitution being its special preserves. Its influence
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reached as far north as Manchuria. Not a little of its power and
profit cane fromits nonopoly of the business which it derived from

Its | eaders’ appoi ntnment as opi um suppressi on chief.?!

The | eaders of the Ch'ing Pang were nmen of wealth and standing in the
communi ty, though the source of their wealth did not bear

exam nation. As in other countries, the fact that they had becone
bankers and phil ant hropi sts gave them standing in the community. Its
menbership varied fromthose who found it necessary to join for
“protection” to gangsters and the usual scum of an underworld. It is
frequently stated, but not confirned, that Chiang Kai-shek is a
menber of the Ch'ing Pang. Oher nmen high in the present governnent
are al so naned. Anyone rising to political power in China in the
twenties and thirties woul d have been seriously hanpered by
opposition fromthe Ch'ing Pang. Wether or not Chiang and ot her
governnment | eaders are nenbers, they have been able to turn the

weal th and power of the society to the advantage of the Kuom ntang on
nore than one occasion.
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[ 11. FACTORS PRODUCI NG SECRET SOCI ETI ES

A. OQppressive Gover nnent

Secret societies have for many centuries been the Chinese people's
answer to oppressive governnent. As one witer put it, "Having no
bal | ots, the peasant used bull ets—er sword, or scythes or pitchforks
or boycotts or whatever other weapon m ght be handy." %

The Chi nese peasant has not asked much of governnent, except that it
shoul d not prevent his earning a mninumliving, for hinself and his
famly. It is when taxes and |levies and interest rates no | onger

| eave hima subsistence-level living that he rebels. In traditional



Chi nese political theorizing the people's right to rebel is stated as
a basic tenet. Coupled with this tenet is that of the governnent’s
duty to protect the welfare of the people: Wen this duty is not

net, the people have the "right to rebel." Naturally, however,

what ever theory nmay be expounded, the governnent does not all ow
peopl e to organi ze resistance openly. In practice the people's right
to rebel has been used by an incom ng dynasty to justify the
overthrow of its predecessor. Therefore it has been necessary for the
people to neet secretly or to give their neetings the appearance of

| egi ti macy and i nnocence.
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Suppression of political or religious novenents has as a rule
resulted in their going underground, rather than in their extinction.
The suppression of a secret society usually results in added secrecy,
or in a change of nane, slogan, or cover. Secret societies flourish
when freedom of press, speech, or assenbly is denied.

B. Unstabl e Gover nnent

Lack of stable governnent provides another notivating force for the
creation of secret societies. Wen the people find thensel ves
overrun by bandits or at the nercy of successive warlords who raid
their fields or larders they | ook to governnent for protection. But
I f governnent is unable or unwilling to help them they nust help

t hensel ves. Sonetines a | eader cones forth fromtheir own nunbers;
sonetinmes a |landlord organi zes the people secretly. In the latter
case the landlord is apt to be nore interested in his own protection
than that of the peasants, and he nay even dupe themas to the
ultimate ains of the organization which is forned. Nevertheless, the
result is a secret society.

Fam ne, flood, and other so-called natural disasters nmay al so breed
secret societies when governnent is unable to provide adequate relief
nmeasures. Roving bands of starving and di spossessed people w Il band
together to protect thenselves and to pool their resources; including
their ability to steal enough to hold body and soul together. The
words chiang hu (river-| ake)
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seemto have been traditionally used in connection with this type of
secret society. On witer calls the nenbers “river and | ake



prof essional travelers,“ and explains the termas foll ows:

"They are travelers, tranps and | oafers, w thout nanes or
famly ties. They organi ze thenselves into 'brotherhoods' for nutual
protection, and know no | aw above that of their own. They claimto
defend the comon peopl e and fight against corrupted officials. They
are fortune-tellers, quack doctors, patent nedicine sellers,
westlers, robbers, etc. They are found at country fairs, religious
festivals, market places, street corners, etc. They are the products
of centuries of defective social organization and poverty.* %

Robi n Hood bands which rob the rich to feed the poor are also a
tradition in China. This type of activity has been attributed to the
Hung Society, anong others, at various tinmes and pl aces.

C. Social Factors.

In addition to the causes of secret societies which derive fromthe

i ndi vidual's environnent are those basic desires within himwhich
make a secret society attractive. Secret societies arc the clubs of
rich and poor in China. They provide opportunities for social
gatherings, for lodge halls, for el aborate dinners, and at the sane
time cater to people's |love of the nysterious and the exclusive. The
Chi nese |ike Anericans, are known as "joiners." Like many Anericans,
they delight in the opportunity to take part in elaborate rituals, to
progress fromthe secrets of one degree to those of the next and to
use secret signs and greetings.
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Movenents such as Freemasonry, w th which sone Chinese secret
soci eties have much in conmon, seemto have their roots very deep in
human cul ture.

| V. CHARACTERI STI CS

A. Secrecy

As has been nentioned, the only characteristic conmon to all secret
societies is the elenment of secrecy. There is, however, great
variation as to what is secret. The very existence of a society may



be its nost closely guarded secret, or it may exist quite openly.

Its nmenbership may not only be kept secret fromoutsiders, but only a
smal | fragnent of it may be known any one nenber. In any case its
rites, especially those of initiation, are closely shrouded in
secrecy.

Meetings are conmmonly held at the tine of religious festivals in
order that the gathering together of a nunber of people shall not be
suspect. They are often hold in out-of-the-way places at night for
the sane reason. It is said of the Ko Lao Hui in Szechwan t hat
neetings --- apparently for initiation --- are given the nane of the
mountain in which they can be referred to secretly. * A common
device is for the branches of a society to be known by different
names. Even the different branches of a society wwthin the sane city
may go under different nanes, and when a nane becones dangerous to
ei t her
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the society as a whole, or to a branch, a new one is adopted.

Secret signs of recognition and secret |anguage go wth many of the
societies. Leaving the top button of one's gown unfastened, touching
the | eft shoul der, elbow, or wist with the right hand, arranging tea
cups in a pattern may all be signs to convey to the initiated that a
fell ow nenber has appeared on the scene. There are secret signs in
handl i ng chopsticks, eating, drinking w ne, snoking tobacco or opium
and even chew ng betel. An acconpanying verse is often recited.® The
secret | anguages are akin to thieves’ cant, and are usually based on
usi ng one expression for another, as for instance:

Secret Language Meani ng

Lotus fl ower Bowl

Green silk Hai r

Bl ack dog Cannon

Sand Ri ce

To wash the face To cut a head off

To dry To sl eep



One shot with 3 reports 3-fold kow ow
Hor se Man 2

Secret witing is devised by adding or dropping el enents of
characters, by subdividing a character into separate elenents, or by
t he use of nunbers or other devices. 3

Anot her device for disguising the nature of a society or its business
Is to substitute a word of the sane sound but different neaning in
its nane or slogan. For instance, the
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word hung in the nane of the Hung Society is properly the word
meani ng “vast” or "flood," but it is pronounced exactly the sane as
the word for “red,” which is often substituted. Wile in speaking
the difference is not evident, it shows up in witing.

This accounts for the fact that "Hung Men” as a nane for this society
Is sonetines translated “Fl ood Gate” and sonetines as “Red Gate.”

B. Mysticism

Quite aside fromthose societies which are avowedly religious, nobst
soci eties show a nystical influence. A few as the Wite Lotus Society
and societies derived fromit, trace their origins to Buddhism More
often, their roots seemto be in Taoism which is the basic religious
creed of the people throughout China and which contains nuch
nysticism The group of societies often spoken of as the Triad
Society (Hung Men, San Ho Hui, San T'ien Hui, etc.) shows the

I nfl uence of both Buddhismand Taocismin its ritual, probably
because, while it started as a Taoist Society, it absorbed nmany
menbers fromthe Wiite Lotus Society when the latter was suppressed
early in the last century.

One aspect of nysticismwhich is commpn to many secret societies,
especially those of the Self-protective type such as the Big Sword
Society (Ta Tao Hui), is known as “boxing.” It is fromthis termthat
t he Boxers (I _Ho Ch’uan, Righteous Harnony Fists) receive their
English nane. Boxing in this sense neans a series of exercises in

t he nature of shadow boxi ng, which, when acconpani ed by the proper

| ncantations, is believed
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to create immunity to sword or bullet wounds. Hypnotism and trances
may be made to serve also. The conveni ence of these practices in
per suadi ng i nadequately arned, or unarned, peasants to oppose
professional soldiers is readily seen.

While the relationship of these devices to Taoist practices is not
hard to trace, there is probably also sone resi due of the ancient
denon worshi p which has not been erased fromthe culture of the
people in the renoter regions. In Szechwan, where the El der Brothers
Society (Ko Lao Hui) was grafted onto the indigenous Han Liu Society,
whose begi nni ngs apparently go back to pre-historic tines, sone
branches retain traces of ancient denon worship, as well as
accunul ati ons of wi zardry and sorcery.! The latter practices are
presi ded over by lay Taoist priests.? The fact that priests --s

oneti mes renegade priests -- are found in secret societies, would
account for the term"Priests' Arnmy” used to designate those taking
part in Big Sword Society (Ta Tao Hui) uprising in Fukien.?

C. Composition of Menbership.

Not only are there secret societies for every strata of Chinese
society, but not infrequently nenbership in a society is open to
those fromall levels. This nay be cited as an exanpl e of denocracy,
but is nore likely to nean that one man's dollar is as good as
another's, and the society has uses for all kinds of nen.
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Wil e the very secrecy of Chinese secret societies often casts a

si ni ster atnosphere around them the fact that a nan bel ongs to such
a society is not necessarily evidence of subversive ideas or
activities on his part. He nay be notivated by the hi ghest ethical
standards in joining. Even in the case of a racketeering

organi zati on, the nenbers are drawn no only fromthose who exact
“protection” but fromthose who desire protection; it may be
necessary to be on the inside to gain inmunity.

Chi nese secret societies are not exclusively nen’s organi zati ons.
The Golden Orchid Society (Chin Lan Chiao) is unusual, however, in
being restricted to wonen, and even nore unusual in that its nenbers
are pledged not to marry. 1




A few societies have wonen’s branches, notably the Ethical Society
(Tao Yuan), Awaken Goodness Society (Wi Shan She), and Moral

I nstruction Society (Tao Teh Esueh She) -- all religious societies
formed since the Revolution. The Ko Lao Hui in Szechwan is reported
to have many wonen nenbers, who are said to be useful in sone extra-
| egal activities because of their relative imunity to arrest.2 One
colorful exanple of a society with m xed nenbership is the Touch
Society (Mo Mo Chi ao) whose nenbers of both sexes are said to sit

t oget her naked in the dark for the purpose of invoking nystic

mani f est ati ons. 3
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On the whol e, however, secret societies have been nen's o-
rgani zations, as is natural in a society in which wonen's place has
been distinctly in the hone.

D. Rel ati ons anong Menbers

1. Blood Brotherhood. As a part of the ritual of initiation of many
secret societies the new nenber signs his nane in blood; the cerenony
I s considered nonetheless binding if the blood used is that of a
chicken.? A variant is the passing of lip to lip of a cup of w ne

i nto which each person present has placed a drop of blood from
pricked finger. This practice not only gives rise to the term "bl ood
brot hers" but is supposed to weld the nenbers into one famly.

Menbership in a Chinese secret society gives one not only the
privileges, but also the responsibilities of belonging to the sane
famly. The Chinese take their famly responsibilities, even the nost
renote rel ationships, very seriously. Traditionally as long as a

Chi nese has the neans of supporting an additional person he is not
expected to turn away anyone who can lay claimto nenbership in the
same famly. Likewise, if he has jobs to dispense he is expected to
add nenbers of his own famly on the payroll first.

It is not considered a sign of weakness, favoritism or bad
adm ni stration, therefore, when a "blood brother"” is given a public
office for which he is manifestly unfitted, or when
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his wi dow and children are supported from public funds. These nerely



show extensions of famly virtues. The old saw that “blood is thicker
than water” carries into political relationships, and it is axiomatic
t hat one can never "let a brother down."

2. The Teacher-Student Rel ationship. Alnbst as inportant as fam|li al
relationship in traditional Chinese |life is the relation of student
to teacher. The teacher is an object of veneration. No nmatter how
great a man has becone, any forner teacher, however hunbl e and

| nadequate, is still greeted with the utnost respect. The teacher, on
his part, acquires glory in proportion to the success of his student.
The rel ati on between an entrant and his sponsor, or "teacher" is
simlar. The "teacher"” not only acts as guarantor, but often takes on
actual teaching duties in preparing the new nenber for the initiation
cerenonies and instructing himin the secrets of the society. In
return the "student” would find it difficult forever after to deny a
request fromhis "teacher."

3. Inplicit Gohedience. As in a Chinese famly, inplicit obedi ence
of the elders is the rule in secret societies. In the initiation
rites the new nenber takes a vow to obey the rules of the

organi zati on or pay the penalties inposed for infraction. For serious
of fenses, such as disclosing the secrets of the society the penalty
may be death. The sanme penalty may be inposed for transgressing on
the famlial relationship, as in conmtting adultery with a nmenber-
brother’s wfe.
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E. Rites

Secret society initiation cerenonies are apt to be I ong and

el aborate. It seens not unconmmon for themto start at nightfall and
continue until dawn, especially with the feast which is an integral
part of all initiation.

The initiation cerenonies of the Hung Soci ety have been descri bed by
a nunber of witers.?® It includes a long recital of the traditional
history of the society, the presentation of the candi dates, a
synbolic journey, a catechismin which the candidate is represented
by his sponsor, the reading of the rules of the society, and the
taki ng of vows. Much of the cerenpbny is in verse. Since the cerenony
Is ordinarily transmtted by word of nouth, vagaries of nenory and

| ndi vi dual taste appear.



The accunul ation of tradition in the initiation ritual is illustrated
by the fact that a synbolic cutting of the queue, which used to
represent defiance to the Manchu, was found twenty years after the
Revolution in the rites of a secret society by a Westerner who as
admtted. 2
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The simlarities between the Hung Soci ety synbolism and that of
freemasonry have been pointed out by a nunber of witers. J.S. M

Ward devotes nmuch of three-volunme work on the society to this subject.
1 The society itself is not unaware of this simlarity, and the
branch in the United States which is often known as the Chinese
Freemasons is said to have received a charter fromthe Masons in
California recogni zing them as such. 2

F. Degr ees.

It seens to be a common practice in Chinese secret societies to have
a series of degrees through which nenbers may progress. Each degree
has its own secrets and prestige value. The sponsor or sponsors of a
new nenber will then ordinarily be of a higher degree than the
entrant. Progress fromone degree to the next theoretically cones as
a reward for neritorious service in the society, but seens also to

I nvol ve the paynent of noney, and it is possible, though not usual,
to attain a high grade for a sufficient nonetary consideration. The
chi ef values of the system of degrees, however, seemto lie in (1)
keepi ng nenbers interested; (2) providing a source of inconme to the
society; (3) testing new nenbers; and (4) keeping the top secrets of
the society in the hands of a select few In the Fellowship of
Goodness (T' ung Shan She) this el enment of selectivity was hei ghtened
by the fact that the candi dates for the higher degree had to draw

| ots, which seens to have been so handled as to elimnate those
consi dered undesirable fromentering into the higher brackets. 3
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G O gani zation

Chi nese secret societies are guarded not only by secrecy. The

| ooseness of their organization is in itself a protection to

I ndi vi dual branches or nenbers. The extrene of decentralization is
found in those groups which are forned under the nane of a well-known
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society to neet a |local need and di sbhanded when the need has passed.

It is true that sone societies have an el aborate schene of

organi zation with a central headquarters in which there are
departnents for adm nistration, finance, education, etc. In such
cases the structure has many simlarities to that of a governnent
over a correspondi ng nunber of people. In sone cases the central
direction of a society is in the hands of a super secret society,
such as he Unification Society of the Fellowship of Goodness (T ung

Shan She)l or the Red Star Mutual Association (Hung Hsing Hsieh

Hui) to which a Hung Society conference in 1935 is said to have
entrusted the affairs of the coordi nated body.2? The traditional
description of the division of the Hung Society into | odges on a
territorial basis probably represents an attenpt to rationalize a
hi gh state of decentralization rather than lines of authority froma
central body.

It is probably largely through the hol ding of conferences, as well as
t hrough overl appi ng nenbershi p, that connections between societies
are mai ntai ned. How general the practice of
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hol di ng conferences is can only be guessed, but it appears that a
national crisis may be the occasion . It is well known that Sun Yat-
sen brought together representatives of a nunber of societies to
enlist their help in staging the revolution. Mention has been nmade of
a conference of the Hung Soci ety which took place in Shanghai in the
summer 1935 at a tinme when the country was seething with anti -
Japanese feeling. Again in 1940, after the Governnent had noved to
Chunking, a | arge secret society conference was held there for the

pur pose of formng a "united front." s

H. I nherent Attitude of Opposition

Chi nese secret societies are characteristically opposition groups. It
Is their nature to be "anti" sonething. Until 1911 they were nost
often anti-dynastic, although |ocalized groups of | ow economc |evel
were apt to oppose, not the dynasty which failed to provide themw th
secure and equitable governnent, but the |andlord or |ocal official
whose oppressions they felt directly. In the nineteenth century,
secret societies were responsible for |ocal uprisings throughout the
country, as well as the Taiping and Boxer rebellions.



Until the Revolution Sun Yat-sen drew the support of the secret
societies as being hinself against the governnent, and therefore on
their side. 1n fact, until the Kuom ntang cane into power in the

m ddle twenties, it was | ooked on with synpat hy
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by the secret societies as a party which was at odds with the
of ficial governnment in Peking. The support which the Kuom ntang

thereafter derived fromthe Ch'ing Pang 1 was not so nuch on the
basis of the latter's pro-governnent attitude, as its opposition to
communi sm and foreign inperialism The Ko Lao Hui, which was

instrunental in the Revolution, has resisted expansion of Central

Gover nment powers at its expense. 2

In the years after the Revolution when religious |liberty was all owed,
and there was no longer a foreign dynasty to oppose, a nunber of
religious societies arose which directed their crusadi ng agai nst
ganbl i ng, drinking, opiumsnoking, an other vices of man rather than
of governnent.

The strength of secret societies lies in their ability to oppose.
Their weakness has been in their inability to plan and act
constructively as well as destructively.

|. Autocratic Role of Leaders

Wi | e Chi nese secret societies have traditionally been the neans by
whi ch t he peopl e have organized to protect their own interests, it is
quite possible for a society to becone the tool of its | eaders. One
reason for this is that there has been little opportunity for the
people to devel op | eadership of their own. Frequently their |eaders
have cone fromthe | anded gentry whose interests lie in the
preservation of the status quo. A Soviet witer, who nay be expected
to enphasi ze differences in class interests, reports that when there
were w despread
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uprisings of the people against warlordismin 1929, their reactionary
| eaders were responsible for the raising of such demands as: Down
wth the Kuom ntang. Hail to the Japanese who are savi ng China.

Rest ore Confuci an Education. Wnen nust not unbind their feet or cut



their hair £ Even if sone of these obj ectives were actually desired
by the people, they were not the causes of the revolt.

It 1s natural that the control of a secret society should be in the
hands of a small group of |eaders. Even when the true purposes are
known to all nenbers of the society, and this is not always the case,
the fewer the people who know the details of plans for achieving
them the better the chances of success. The secrecy feature nakes it
possible for the "cover"” of an organization to be so conplete that
even the average nenber does not know its true purposes. It also
means that the purposes of a society can be changed by the decision
of only the few top | eaders. Wen nenbers are pledged to
unquesti oni ng obedi ence, when they do not always know who their

| eaders are, when they nmay not even voluntarily withdraw, they are
easily brought into line, or kept in line. The alternative may be
deat h.

page 33

V. THE USES OF SECRET SOCI ETI ES

A. The Kuom ntang and Secret Societies

1. CGeneral. As has been pointed out, the present Kuom ntang is based
on a series of secret societies which were organized by Dr. Sun Yat-
sen for the purpose of overthrow ng the Manchu governnent of China
and setting up a republic. After the successful conclusion of the
revol ution the party was organi zed openly under its present nane.
Later reorgani zations have taken it further fromthe secret society
pattern.

Nevert hel ess, the | eaders of the Kuomintang , who cut their political
eyeteeth in the secret society tradition have not forgotten the
advantages of inplicit obedi ence and unwavering | oyalty which a
secret society demands. Nor have they forgotten the power which such
societies as the Ch'ing Pang, the Hung Pang, and the Ko Lao Hui w el d.

2. The Ch’'ing Pang as a Supporter of the Kuom ntang. The nost
powerful organization in the Yangtze Vall ey when Chi ang Kai-shek
noved into it on his Northern Expedition in the fall of 1926 was the




Ch'ing Pang. The | eaders of the Ch'ing Pang had recently devel oped
two fears: One was of "foreign inperialism which to them neant any
encroachnment of foreign business on their preserves; the other was of
Communi sm not only as a threat to capitalism but also as the only
effective organi zers of labor in China. Any threat to big business
was a threat to the Ch'ing Pang.
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Communi st nenbers had been admtted into the Kuom ntang when it was
reorgani zed by Sun Yat-sen under Soviet guidance in |1924 . Peasants’
and wor kers' unions organi zed in advance of Chiang's march to Hankow
had greatly facilitated his progress. The people had nade an

| mredi ate response to prom ses of a better deal. Meanwhile, the large
i ndustrial centers, including Shanghai, has been experiencing strikes
staged by the workers who had | earned from Comuni st organi zers how
to protect effectively against the feudal conditions under which they
wer e wor ked.

Under the circunstances the Ch'ing Pang was in no nood to wel cone the
Kuom ntang, or at |east not that part of it which was ready to

conti nue cooperating wth the Chinese Conmuni sts and the Sovi et

advi sers. Chi ang Kai -shek, whose neteoric rise in the year follow ng
Sun Yat-sen's death had attracted w despread attention, was known to
be restive under the direction the Kuom ntang Party was taking. It
was natural therefore that an alliance should be arranged between him
and the Ch'ing Pang which would permt himto stage a Party

housecl eani ng and set up a governnent nore to his liking, than the
one in Hankow. He had the best-trained arnmy in China. He needed
noney. The Ch'ing Pang provided the noney on the agreenent that he
would rid China of foreign inperialismand Communism Meanwhile, it

j oi ned hands with Comuni st cells to west the city of Shanghai from
the warl ord who had been in control. Wen Chiang Kai-shei k arrived
with a few thousand troops they were ready to hand over the city to
him El sewhere in the Yangtze region the Ch'ing Pang al so ai ded

Chi ang' s

page 35

troops, and its |eaders are said to have been instrunental in
bri ngi ng even Manchuria into the Kuom ntang fol d.

Hel p in ousting the fornmer warl ords was accepted from Communi st cells
and the | abor unions, not only in Shanghai but al so throughout the



| oner Yangtze Valley. It was no part of Chiang s plan, however, to

| eave | abor arnmed and organi zed under its own | eaders. Therefore, as
soon as Chi ang had gai ned control of the Yangtze Valley, a Conmuni st
purge took place. Again the Ch’'ing Pang rendered inval uabl e

assi stance. Ch'ing Pang followers struck first at uni on headquarters,
whi ch they took over, and a new union, supplied wwth Ch'ing Pang
menbers was created. Fromthen on Ch'ing Pang control of |abor was
establ i shed. \What happened is briefly described as follows:

... Reorgani zation' and 'unification' conmttees for |abor unions
appeared, operated by the pangs (Ch'ing and Hung Pang) chiefly wth
cooperation fromthe Kuom ntang. During the follow ng years the gangs
were the chief anti-labor instrunment in Shanghai. They sent arned
gangsters to break strikes and subsidized individuals to control or
destroy unions or organi zations that m ght arise anong workers. They

controlled the 'l abor racket'in Shanghai, as well as prostitution,

ki dnappi ng, child slavery, and ot her unsavory busi ness. "1

When t he Shanghai | ncident took place in 1932, after anti-Japanese
feelings had reached the boiling point because of Japanese sei zure of
Manchuria, the Ch'ing Pang again lent its aid. Arned nenbers, or

persons arned and paid by the Ch’'ing Pang, fought behind the Japanese

. 2 . . . .
lines.= In this their notives were not exclusively
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patriotic, since an attack on Shanghai threatened to topple their
enpire. Neverthel ess they showed a deci ded preference for Kuom ntang
over Japanese rul e.

Again in 1937 the Ch'ing Pang pitted its wei ght against the Japanese
I nvasi on of Shanghai. As an organization, it has w thstood both
Japanese and puppet control. Its | eader went to Hongkong, in order to
mai ntain freedom of action, and | ater escaped to Chungki ng, again
casting his ot with the Kuom ntang. Sone of its nenbers have openly
cooperated with the Japanese, it is true. O hers are said to have
found a profitabl e business in snuggling between occupied and free
areas, with information sold to either side. Nevertheless, the
Ch'ing Pang on the whole still support the Kuom ntang.

Only Japanese occupati on has weakened the hold of the Ch'ing Pang on



| abor in the Shanghai area. Not only has there been a sharp

curtail ment of industry with |arge nunbers of workers noving inland.
But the Ch'ing Pang organi zation has suffered. The part that the
Japanese have played in underm ning Ch'ing Pang power wl !l be

di scussed bel ow. 2 One result is that, Tu Yueh-shen, the remaining top-
ranki ng Ch'ing Pang | eader of pre-war days who is still active, is in
Free China. Wile he has |lieutenants in Shanghai and an organi zation
for penetrating to that area, he is at a great disadvantage. There
are indications that he is having difficulty
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I n supporting his Shanghai organization and in holding its |oyalty.
Meanwhi | e, | abor organi zati ons seemto have supplanted the Ch'ing
Pang in its control of |abor, and there seens reason to believe that
t he Chi nese Communi sts, who have furnished [abor its only effective
| eadership in the past, have had a part in the organization of the

| abor unions. Still, despite Japanese and | abor encroachnents, the
Ch'ing Pang is still inportant.

3 pium"Control". One of the problens facing China which Chiang Kai -
shek early tried to solve was that of the w despread sale, and use of
opi um whi ch had been given i npetus by the opening of China to the
West. This he attenpted to do by neans of an opi um nonopoly which he
put under the direction of T. V. Soong. Soon, however, the program

met with difficulties, and, according to M ss Sues,l Soong found

hi nsel f the object of an attenpted assassination. In any case Chiang
found it expedient to appoint as opium suppression conm ssioner the
Chi ef of the Shanghai Ch'ing Pang. Thereafter the latter controlled

| egal |y the opi um nonopoly and was responsi ble for the enforcenent of
opi um suppression. The opi um busi ness continued to flourish.

4. The Ko Lao Hui. When the Central Governnent noved to Chungking, it
noved out of the sphere of the Ching Pang and into the nost sacred
preserve of the Ko Lao Hui. Szechwan and Si kang had never been nore
than nomnally under the control of the Central Governnent. Actually
they were, and are, controlled by a warlord group
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Which derives its power fromthe Ko Lao Hui. Many of the top | eaders
are Ko Lao Hui nenbers. Wiile Chiang Kai-shek was able to install in

Szechwan a civil governor who is one of his class and |oyal friends
and has a high reputation as an admni strator, the governor has very



little control outside of the capital city of Chengtu. Even within

the city it has been estimated that half the popul ati on has Ko Lao

Hui connections.l Ko Lao Hui control in Szechwan reaches down to the

| onest | evels of governnent and | ocal affairs. It is said, for

| nstance, that when it was desired to nove a school which was backed
by one of the highest nen in the central governnent to a | ocation
near Chengtu it as necessary first to secure the cooperation of the
| ocal Ko Lao Hui | eaders and thereafter to invite themto the school

twce a year for a feast.?2

The Ko Lao Hui, like the Ch'ing Pang, derives revenue from opium The
hi nterl and of Si kang grows consi derabl e opi um which is transported
into Szechwan for sale along a highway controlled by the Sikang

gover nor.

One advantage that the Ko Lao Hui has for the Governnent is its
strong stand agai nst Communi sm The Ko Lao Hui was instrunental in
hol di ng t he Chi nese Communi sts at bay when the latter nmade their

"l ong march" and before they finally succeeded.
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I n breaking through into Shensi. Their stand has been consistently
anti-conmmuni st as is not surprisingly in an organi zati on which faces
the past, resists change of all sorts, and will break no rival.

Whether it is only wshful thinking, or whether the facts bear out
the statenent is not known, but it is said that while the governnent
does not try to control the Ko Lao Hui, it does try to use it and has

had consi der abl e success.l How little control the Governnent has over
the Ko Lao Hui even in Szechwan is indicated by its repeated

participation in arned revolts. 2

5. The Secret Societies in the “Limted Front”. It is not surprising

t hat under the circunstances that in the spring of 1940 the
Governnent staged a neeting of a thousand secret society
representatives in Chungking to enlist their cooperation. It is
reported that the Governnent’s primary concern in calling the neeting
was for the formation of a “united front” in Szechwan, but that it

al so hoped to extend the cooperation of the secret societies until it
had their active support not only in Free China, but in Qccupied
China as well. As evidence that the neeting had Governnent sancti on,
the fact was cited that a Governnent official was present to




adm ni ster the oath of office to the officers of the coordinating
organi zati on whi ch was formed. 3
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I n occupi ed areas, also, the Governnent has nmade efforts to enli st
the aid of the secret societies. One of the propaganda panphl ets put
out by the Political Bureau of the Mlitary Affairs Conmm ssion is on
the Big Sword Society, (Ta Tao Hui). In glowing terns it describes
how t he people of an area in Kiangsu Province refused to follow a Big
Sword | eader who was col | aborating with the Japanese, but fell in

with a plan which resulted in the extermnnation of a whol e Japanese

battalion.l

6. Kuom ntang-created Secret Societies. By 1932 Japanese
encroachnments on China, plus the unsolved Chi nese Comruni st probl em
had convi nced Chinese | eaders that drastic neasures were required to
bol ster the Governnent and secure support for Chiang Kai-shek as the
nati onal | eader. The techni que which was adopted was to tighten the
bonds between the Generalissino and his followers by the formation of
secret societies. At |east two such organizations were created, one
in the Party and one in the Arny. Wile English-language witers have
furni shed sone information about these societies, the nost detail ed

i nformation, as well as the sharpest criticism cones from Japanese

Sour ces. 2

The Bl ueshirts (Lan | She) is the nane by which the Arny society is
usually nmentioned. It is also referred to as the Regenerationists

(Fu_Hsi ng She)§ and the Society for Apply Strength (Li_ Hsing She).4
Whet her these are other nanes for the sane society or are nanes given

to branches or related groups is not known. A Society to Encourage
Ambition (Li_Chih She).
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May al so be another nane for the Blueshirts, but is given in one

source as the nane of a directing society for the Blueshirts and the

CC Group which is discussed bel ow. s

Confusion regarding this society in the statenents published about it
extends to its relation to other groups. It is sonetines nentioned
as the sane as the Ch’ing Pang, and sonetinmes as anot her nane for Tai
Li'’s secret police. The confusion with the Ch’'ing Pang probably



arises fromthe fact that Ch’ing Pang nenbers belong also to the
Bl ueshirts or have been used by the Blueshirts in the society's

terroristic activities. According to an anonynous Japanese aut hor 2
Tai Li is an armof the Blueshirts. The author admts, however, that
there are tinmes when the society forns only a shell around Tai Li’s
speci al service organization.

Young officer graduates fromthe Wianpoa MIlitary Acadeny who were
| ndi gnant over the inpotence of the Kuom ntang to prevent Japanese
encroachnments forned the backbone of the society. |Its chief ains
seemto have been to prepare to neet Japanese aggression and to root
out all anti-Chiang Kai-shek forces within the country, and
especially within the Party. Al other political parties were
consi dered enem es of the Kuom ntang. Three fundanental principles
were agreed on: (1) recognition of Chiang Kai-shek as the suprene
| eader; (2) recognition and expansi on of the Wanpoa group as the
central organ; and (3) respect for Dr. Sun Yat-sen's Three Peopl es’
Principles with
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the addition of the organizing skill of the Communi sts and the
fervent nationalistic spirit of the Fascists. :

As one instrument for carrying out these policies a Bureau of

| nvestigation and Statistics was set up under the Mlitary Affairs
Council with Tai Li as vice-chairman. At the sane tinme, efforts were
made to reformand strengthen the Arny, especially through political
training. Apparently, also, the Blueshirt organization sponsored
smal |l er patriotic secret societies for specific purposes, and, as one
means of getting support for itself and for Chiang Kai-shek,
attenpted to control newspapers and university faculties.

In the mddle thirties the Blueshirts were credited with a nunber of
anti-Japanese terroristic acts, including assassination of Japanese

and of pro-Japanese editiors of Chinese papers. The Japanese

conpl ai ned of such activities not only in Shanghai,z, but in North

China,§ and even in I\/anchuria.é

The society in the Kuom ntang corresponding to the Blueshirts in the
Arny is not distinguished fromthe Blueshirts by sone witers, but is
cal l ed by Japanese witers the CC T ' uan, or CC G oup, fromthe nanes
of the two Ch’en brothers, Ch' en Kuo-fu and Chen Li-fu, who are its



| eaders. The anonynous Japanese aut hor nenti oned above> goes a step
further and says that the CC G oup
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set up a secret organization known as the Managerial Association (Kan
she) for the purposes of “carrying out cultural operations in
opposition to the Conmuni st Party” and of neeting Bl ueshirt
conpetition for Chiang' s confidence and for control of the Party. He
says, however, that even as early as the split between the left and
right wings of the party in 1927, Chiang had had the Ch' en brothers
organi ze a secret political society, the Chekiang Revol utionary
League (Che-chiang Ke-mng T ung Chih Hui) fromanong old party
nmenbers of Chiang’s hone province of Chekiang.

Li ke the Blueshirts, the CC Goup also directs a special service
organi zation. This “Bureau of Investigation and Statistics”, whose
chairman is Chu Chia-hua, is set up in the Party.

Whet her or not one can distinguish the Blueshirts and the CC G oup
fromtheir respective special service organizations, it is possible
to draw a nunber of parallels between nenbership in the latter and in
traditional secret societies. Absolute secrecy and obedi ence are
required. Menbers are not permtted to change their allegiance or
withdraw at will; death is the penalty for attenpting to w thdraw.
New nenbers nust be guaranteed by fell ow nenbers who are thereafter
responsi ble for their conduct. There are prohibitions against
personal indul gences. There are even degrees of nenbership;
menbership in the Blueshirts is divided into three grades, with five

cl asses in each grade.l
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B. The Chi nese Communi sts and Secret Societies.

Since the Chinese Communi sts settled in North China, the type of
secret society with which they have had the nost contact is not doubt
the self-protective peasant organi zation. As has been pointed out,
this type of secret society was prevalent in rural North China where
t he governnent was unable for many years to prevent warl ordi sm
banditry, flood, fam ne, and m sgovernnment from deci mating the
people. In these sane areas the Japanese have been unable to
establish continuous controls over the people, who have in increasing
nunbers accepted Comruni st | eadership in their resistance to the



Japanese.

On the “long march” in 1934-35 the Communi sts had felt the power of

the Ko Lao Hui and had nade unsuccessful efforts to gain its aid and
cooperation. Edgar Snow says that when the Chinese Communi sts were

setting up their reginme in Shensi even the Ko Lao Hui was brought

into Soviet |ife and given open and | egal work to do.l 1t is said
that Ho Lung, a Communi st arny commander and a Ko Lao Hui nenber of
t he hi ghest degree, was able to enlist whole Ko Lao Hui branches in

the Conmunist cause.? Neverthel ess a fundament al gap renmi ns between
the two organi zati ons.
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According to Soviet witers, s anti - Japanese resi stance by the people
i n Manchuria and North China, which was at first organi zed | ocally by
t he various secret societies, soon devel oped a tendency to unite and

to cooperate with Chinese and Korean Conmmuni sts. As early as My
1933 a Chi nese correspondent witing to the Shanghai Eveni ng Post and

Mercury stated that sone three thousand nenbers of several secret
soci eti es on the Shansi-Honan- Hopei border were “ranpant” under the
direction if a fanmous Conmuni st who styled hinself commandant of the

Third D vision of the Anti-Japanese and Nati onal Sal vation Arrry.2

Various North China warlords had tried in the twenties to augnent
their forces fromthe peasant organi zati ons, but only Feng Yu-hsiang
succeeded. His first step seens to have been to send officers to the
societies to help themtrain their nenbers. Later he was able to
formhis National People’ s Arny (Kuom nchun) fromthe secret
societies. It is probably pertinent in this connection that he had
been in the USSR and | earned nuch of Sovi et nethods of organizing the
peopl e.

From accounts of foreign observers who have been in the Chinese
Comuni st area iit seens clear that the Communi sts have
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Succeeded in organi zing w despread resi stance to the Japanese. They
seemto have been able to provide the people wth trained | eadership,
a coordinated but elastic plan of resistance, and an econom c program
whi ch neets at | east the people’ s mninmum needs. Since the greatest
weaknesses of the self-protective secret societies lie in their



segnentation and in their |lack of trained |eadership, other than that
provided for their own ends by the landlords, it would not be
surprising if Conmmuni st | eadership had suppl anted the ol der form of
or gani zati on. That may explain an apparent change in the Chinese
Communi st attitude toward secret societies. In 1936 P eng The- huai
stressed the necessity for gaining the active participation of the

secret societies in the anti-Japanese front.1 Mre recently Chinese
Communi st | eaders have expressed a lack of interest in the useful ness

of secret societies.Z Nevert hel ess, the Yenan radi o conti nues to
br oadcast news of secret society resistance as it occurs in Japanese-
control |l ed areas.

C. The Japanese and Secret Societies

1. Devel oping Interest. “The real war in China,” wote a New York

Wor | d- Tel egram correspondent in 1943, “began not on 6 July 1937, but
back in 1912 ...it was then that the Japs began to send over swarns of
Bl ack Dragon nenbers ...to keep China in
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turnmoil, prevent unity, delay nodernization, divide and rule.” The
whol e story of the Japanese use of secret societies in China may
never be told. At present nuch that is surm sed cannot be proved,
but enough is known to | eave no doubt that the Japanese have not
over | ooked the inportance of secret societies in Chinese life.

It is known that since the Japanese have occupi ed areas of China they
have organi zed secret societies in conpetition with the Hung Pang and
Ch’ing Pang. An unsigned article on the Black Dragon society in the

Chi na Weekly Review L tells of the revival after the Manchuri an

I nci dent of a secret society which the Japanese had organi zed in
Shantung in 1922 from anong bri bed Chi nese conpradors, secret society
outl aws, and sone pernmanent Japanese residents. That they may have
had a hand in the creation of other secret societies wll be shown in
t he next section.

One evidence of Japanese interest in Chinese secret societies is the
nunber of articles which have appeared in Japanese publications in
recent years. This interest was, of course, stinulated by anti-
Japanese activities on the part of Chinese secret societies.

2. Secret Religious Societies. The Wrld Red Swasti ka Soci ety (Shih-



chi eh Hung Wang-tze Hui) has been all eged to have
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Japanese connections. This society is an offshoot of a group of
secret sects which were fornmed in North China in the first ten years

after the Revolution.t Two of themwere founded in Tsinan in
Shantung during the period of Japanese control there. Headquarters
of the others were in Peking at a tine when Japanese advi sers and
Japanese noney could be had for the asking there. One of them the
Fel | owshi p of Goodness (T ung Shan She), was backed by | eaders of the
pro- Japanese Anfu Cique, and it is probably no coincidence that this
soci ety di sappeared as the Kuom ntang secured control of North

Chi na. 2 Anong the societies which were known to have been operating
as private social welfare agencies in Manchuria in 1940 was the

Uni versal Ethical Society (Wan-kuo Tao-the Hui).§ In 1928 its

founder was reported to be living in Dairen, since “persecution” nade

It inpossible for himto live in China.? Another of this group of

societies, the Tao-the Hui, is nentioned in a recent report as
Japanese-controlled and as related to a society in Free China which

I S suspected of conducting espionage and snuggling for the

Japanese.5 An ol der religious secret society which is nmentioned in

t he sanme connection is also nentioned as the parent organization of a

social welfare group operating in Manchuri a. ©
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Furt her evidence of Japanese interest, if not conplicity, in the Red

Swasti ka Society is found in the fact that the Tokyo Asahi 1 wel coned

t he head of the Shanghai section on his arrival in Japan in Cctober
1937 as the first inportant Chinese to cone to Japan from Shanghai
since the start of hostilities. The Asahi did not fail to point out
that he was a graduate of the Arny school in the sanme class as
General Doi hara, that “arch priest of expansionists who had spent
many years and mllions of yen |oosening the ground for conquest in

Nort h Chi na “72

The foll ow ng year the Shanghai press stated “Abandoning its passiVve,
neutral stand as a philanthropi c organization, the Chinkiang branch
of the Red Swasti ka Society ...has announced its intention of working

agai nst the regine of Gen. Chiang Kai-shek .23 I'n 1940 the Red



Swasti ka Society was registered as a social welfare agency in
Manchuria. But with the present paucity of information it is not
possible to say whether the Society is actively cooperating with the
Japanese or inpartially taking care of wounded and needy of whatever
race or political persuasion.

It 1s well known that a part of the Japanese technique for gaining
control of the people of an area is to gain control of
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their religious organizations. In North China the Japanese | ost no
time in setting up organi zations to control Protestant, Mhamedan,
and other groups. There is no reason to think they would overl ook as
fruitful a field for their endeavors as the secret religious

soci eti es whose existence was no secret. Since the nenbership of

t hese societies was principally fromthe nore conservative of the

m ddl e and upper cl asses, it nmust be well represented anong the

Chi nese puppets. Wile it would certainly not be safe to argue that
all nmenbers of the societies in question are collaborators, the
possibility of Japanese coercion should not be overl ooked.

3. The Ch’ing Pang and Hung Pang. Even before their invasion of
Shanghai in August 1937, the Japanese began to work through the
underworld of the city for the purpose of elimnating Communi st and
Central CGovernnent elenents within the area. After the invasion they
lost no tinme in trying to extend their control through the
underwor |l d, which neant through the Ch’'ing Pang and Hung Pang. Their
first efforts were directed toward getting cooperation and the

i nformati on which would make it possible for themto act later. They
cooperated in the setting up of ganbling houses and opi um dens and
gai ned the confidence of gangsters. They kept detailed records as

they |l earned the secrets of the business and who was invol ved. L
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As part of their plan to strengthen their hold in Shanghai and

el sewhere in occupi ed China the Japanese al so created and fi nanced
secret societies in conpetition with the Ch’'ing Pang and Hung Pang,
fromwhich they were not getting the cooperation they desired. The
top | eader of the Shanghai Ch’ing Pang had betaken hinself to Hong
Kong where he refused overtures fromthe Japanese; another high-
ranki ng nenber who remai ned in Shanghai was slow to share the profits
of the drug business wth the eneny.



Three Japanese-sponsored “Chi nese” secret societies have been
reported; the Chinese Inperial WAy Society or Yellow Way Soci ety
(Chung-hua Huang Tao Hui); the An Ch’ing Hui; and the Chinese G eat
Way Soci ety (Chung-hua Hung Tao).

The Chung- hua Huang Tao Hui  was formed in January 1938. Its

menber ship consisted mainly of hired terrorists. It was |ocated on
the sanme floor of the New Asia Hotel as the headquarters of the Asia
Rehabilitation Society, with which it undoubtedly had cl ose
relations. |Its slogan was “Asia for the Asiatics,” but anong the
victins of its programof terrorismand assassination were a nunber
of prom nent Chi nese who were outspokenly anti-Japanese.

By 1940 the reputation of the Huang Tao Hui had becone so unsavory
that it was reorganized as the An Ch'ing Hui . 2
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The League was invested with the garb of public respectability

t hrough a formal inauguration in Nanking. One of the principal

pur poses of the new organi zati on seens to have been to draw political
power and support fromthe Ch'ing Pang for the new y-organi zed

Nanki ng Gover nnent.

The Chinese Great WAy Society (Chung-hua Hung Tao)l was designed to
draw nenbers fromthe Hung Pang into the Japanese canp. Although its
ostensi bl e obj ectives were peace and norality, it, too, seened to
draw its nenbers formthe underworld and to be involved in terrori st
activities.

These Japanese-inspired societies were undoubtedly closely related to
Japanese interests in the devel opnent of the drug business in China.
As long as the Ch’ing and Hung Pang coul d maintain headquarters in

t he French Concessi on of Shanghai the Japanese could not openly
attack them They therefore attenpted to neet fire with fire by
setting up their own gangs for drug-peddling and the elimnation of
anyone who stood in their way. After Pearl Harbor they were able to
take direct action. Fromthen on it was a case of cooperating or
going out of business. It is perhaps a neasure of the |ack of
cooperation which the Japanese got in the coastal areas that they
were quick to boast that they were indebted to Ch’ing and Hung Pang

| eaders in Hankow for assistance in transportation of supplies to the



Hunan front in 1944.2
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D. Secret Societies as O gani zati ons of Local Resi stance

The Ko Lao Hui, while accepting the Central Governnent in sone
respects, has opposed sharply the Central Governnent encroachnents at
times. In the Kansu rebellion around M nhsien in 1943, according to
a Japanese source, the Ko Lao Hui provided | eadership for the
peasantry whomthe burdens of war, taxation, and conscription had

aroused. X An elenent of the Ko Lao Hui in Szechwan, probably a
particularly unruly one which derives froma very old nystical cult,
Is credited with leading a revolt in Penghsien in August 1943. |t
rallied the peasantry behind cries of bad conscription practices,
burdensone taxes, and so forth, but its real aimseens to have been
toriditself of the “down-river” nmagistrate and his attenpts to
create a nodel hsien. Such attenpts would naturally run counter to
| ocal vested interests. The affair was settled through negotiations

with the Ko Lao Hui.2

The so-called “punpkin war” around Suifu (lI-p in) in southwest
Szechwan earlier that same sumrer probably had nore conplicated
secret society connections. The area is one in which Liu Wn-hui,
governor of Sikiang Province since he was di sl odged from Szechwan in
the md-thirties by the Central Governnent, has a consi derable
interest --- and control --- through
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property he owns there and through his recent success in placing his
men in official positions. He is a Ko |ao Hui nenber. Wen the
Central Governnment began noving its troops into the Suifu area, they
di spl aced provincial troops controlled by Liu Wnhui. The | ocal

popul ace who had put up with depredations by Liu s troops were

qui ckly organi zed under the Ta Tao Hui to resist a |like treatnent
from Central Governnent troops. There is a suggestion that the
provincial troops (Ko Lao Hui controlled) may have aided the Ta Tao

Hui uprising.l This uprising ended in defeat, but has broken out
again fromtinme to tine.

Because little is known of the role of secret societies in Cccupied
China in staging opposition, it should not be assuned that the secret



societies there have no interest in resisting the Japanese. It is
reported that in areas tenporarily under Japanese dom nation the
people form Red Spear (Hung Ch’'iang) societies which are ready to

strike at any time.2 Some estimte of the potentialities may be had
fromthe fact that in the early days of the war there were said to be

a mllion and a half Red Spears in Honan al one. 3

That active secret society resistance is already occurring in
Cccupied China is borne out by recent
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accounts such as the one of an uprising organized under the T ien

Hsi en Hui not far from Nanking. The Yenan radio reported that
peasants, youths, wonen, and intelligentsia, who at an early date
nunbered thirty thousand, were resisting the paynent of taxes and not

only refusing to join the puppet arny but fighting agai nst it.l such
an uprising probably indicates a weakeni ng of Japanese control in the
area and presages ot her such uprisings as Japanese control grows
weaker or the Japanese arny show signs of wi thdraw ng from an area.
This would follow the pattern of the sane type of society in regard
to warlords. Wen the warlords were too strong to resist, the people
subm tted, but whenever there was sone slight hope of success a
secret society arose to oppose them
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3 Manchuria, 1 April 1940, p. 109.
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Year Book, 1924
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2 Rhodes Farner, Shanghai Harvest: Three Years in the China War, p.
13

North China Herald, 10 Decenber 1938

Cl D 47552
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