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ANCESTRAL WORSHIP AS PRACTICED IN KOREA.

Tue religious beliefs of Korea show a blending of
Confucianism, Buddhism, and Tanism. The Confucian learn-
ing as we know forms the basis of the elucation of the country.
Every magistracy throughout the land has somewhere in its
town a temple dedicated to Confucius where twice a year, in
the spring and in the fall the magistrate with his numerous
writers worship the spirit of the sage. The social fabric of
the country iz largely Confucian. Ancesiral worship is Con-
fucian. Again the temples and priests of Buddha are scattered
thronzhout the country—a fuith with much of its lustre gone,
but said to be favored with palace patronage. Taolsm has its
representatives in the Ipansu # oy blind sorcerer, the mutangt
or sorceress, and the chigwan or geomancer.

Tach religion furnishes its share to the mythology of the
country. At the head of their system of belief is Sangchei§ or
Hananim |, whom the king alone worships once a year or less.
Many would introduce as next inferior to him Buddha (indeed
some go to the temples upon the ceath of a relative to pray the
Buddha to send hisspirit to the good abode). Then come thes Ten
Judges of Hades, the Siptaiwang [, whose pictnres may be seen
in Buddhist temples. Through their servants they are said to be
well versed in the affairs of mortals.  Upon the death of a man,
oue of his souls is seized by ofticial servantsof these judges and
hurried to hades. The judges knowing whether his deeds have
been good or e\'ll gnv %ntuncm and in accordance with the ]u:iﬂ'-
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170 THE KOREAN REPOSITORY.

ment the spirit is senteither to the Buddhist hieaven or to the
Buddhist hell to spend the rest of his existence. In the latter place
are manifold kinds of punishiment. Next below the ten judges
come the sansin™ or mountain spivits.  Tach mountainof the
checker-board of Korea is supposed to have its presiding genins
in the person of a mountain spirit, of whom more anon. Below
the sansin are many other kinds of spirits. We come now to
the kwisint or evils, with the tchon-tok-gahi] at their
head, answering in our system to Satan.  Nearly all the wo-
men and three fourths of the menof Korea stand in mortal
terror of these malevolent beings. They are believed to be
universally powerful, able to give happiness or misery alike as
suits their fiendish fancy. Trom the top to the bottom of the
social scale of Korea, men offer throngh the Dblind sorcervers or
the wmutang sacrifices to these demons. TIs anyone sick, or in
trouble, going on a journey or moving his lodgings, the demons
are propitinted by sorcery. The honses are suid to have
their guardian demons. I am almost ready to say that Luisin
worship is the religion of Korea.

With this brief look at the religions of the country, let
us center our attention upon the ancestral worship as practised
in iTorea. Ancestral worship is Confucian in its origin.  Con-
fucins was intensely practical in his philosophy. His mind
took mo pleasure in dwelling upon the supernatural.  He said :
“ Bpirits are to be respected, but to be kept at a distance.” On
another occasion he said: “While yon are not able to serve
men, how eun you serve theirspirits.”  He found ancestral wor-
ship uxisting am g the apcients he so mch venerated, and he
passed on the custom almost without comment.  And yet, while
he set before men a beautiful aray of virtues to be practiced,
becavse he gave to the virtue of filial piety an excessive import-
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ANCESTRAL WORSHIP AS PRACTICED IN KOREA. 171

ance and made it the foundation stone of his structure, he may
be said to have furnished the principle for ancestral worship.

The customs regulating ancestral worship in Korea differ
go from those of China, that it may be profitable to consider
the procedure after death somewhat in detail. Koreans be-
lieve that every man has three souls, and upon death one goes
to hades, one to the grave, and one takes his abode in the ances-
tral tablet.

In the last moments before death, silence reigns through the
house. Sad ministrations follow, and the remains are placed
in new clothes for burial. Outside the door is at once placed
a little table with three bowls of rice, ana a red hobak or
squash ; and alongside of it are ranged three pairs of sandal
shoes.

Three sajas® or official servants have come to take the soul
to the Ten Judges in Hades, These are presents to them. Smell-
ing the flavor of the cooked rice they are refreshed. The shoes
being burnt they are shod for the journey. The hobak is a
present to the prison official who lived 2000 years ago and was
fond of Lobaks. Then the rice is thrown away, and the hobak
broken, This is done during the first half hour after death.
Then the inner garments of the deceased are taken out by a
servant, who waves them in the air and calls loudly to the
deceased by name. At the same time the friends and relatives
of the dead man loudly lament. After a time the clothes are
thrown npon the roof of the house and left there.

The choice of the site of the grave is considered a matter
of great importance to Koreans. The semiglobular mounds
are invariably placed upon hill-sides. While they may be
placed upon slopes facing any direction, a south exposure is
preferred, probably for reasons such as carry weight in China,
the belief bcmg there that inasmuch as warmth and llfe pro-

i E & A} -




172 THE KOREAN REPOSITORY.

ceed from the sonth, and cold and frost come down from the
north, that grave is most fortunately located which is at the
same time sheltered from the north and open to the good in-
fluences supposed to emanate from thesouth. But if that were
all, the choice of a grave site were a simple matter. There
are many intricate points connected with the subject, which
only the initiated are versed in. The relatives are obliged to
consult a chigwan or geomancer. He is a learned man who by
long study of books upon the subject in his possession, knows
all the superstitions relating to the good and bad influences
supposed to be in the ground. He must choose the burial site.
It is believed thatawell chosen site brings rank and mouey and
numerous sons to the children of the one buried there.

The day of the funeral arrives. The remains have been
placed in a coffin more or less expensive according to the means
of the family. At dusk they start with a long train of lan-
terns, the brilliantly colored hearse, the loudly weeping monrn-
ers, of whom the male members are dressed in the bushel bask-
¢t hat and the yellow mourners’ clothes. The grave at last has
been reached, the interment has taken place, and the mound
has been rounded up. Now occurs the first sacrifice, called the
piongto cheysa ™.  Small tables are placed in front of the grave.
Upon them are set offerings of wine and dried fish.  The rela-
tives facing the offerings and the grave, bow to the ground in
five prostrations, A formule is repeated wishing peace to the
spirit who is to dwell in the grave. Afterward, at a little dis-
tance behind the grave, like offerings and similar prostrations
are pudde to the mountain spivit.  Uhis is called the Sansin
cheysa . The monntain spirit is supposed to preside over the
place, Prayer is offered to him invoking his protection as host
to the spirit of the grave they are committing to his care. It
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ANCESTRAL WOREHIT' AS PRACTICED 1IN KOREA. 173

is deemed necessary in order to secure hospitable treatment for
the spirit at the grave. After these ceremonies the wine is
thrown away, and the fish is divided among the serviints.

We now come to the third soul of the man. He returns
from the grave with the mourners to take up his abode in the
ancestral tablet. In the room the tablet is to ocenpy (a vacunt
riom it possible) another offering is made, culled the pan Lon
chyesat.  'The offorings cousist of native bread, wine, meat,
covked rice, and vermicelli soup.  These articles of food are
placed before the tablet that the spirit may regale himself’ with
the flavor. The relatives and friends bow five times, Then the
food is taken into apother room and eaten by the assembled
company.

At this point it may be well to mulke a few explanations.
The ancestral tablet consists of astrip of white wood npon
which is placed the family name and other writing. It is set
in asocket.  After three years of mourning it is put with the
other ancestral tablets in the little eabinets in the ancestral
temple® adjoining the house.  During the intervening time, it
the mau is wealthy he places the tablet in a vacant room,
usnally in his wife's apartment Dut if the man is poor and
Lias no ancestral temple, the tablet is placed ina bux on one side
ot a room, and on the oceasions when he worships his other
ancestors, strips of paper with writing on them are pasted on
the wall in licu of the proper tablets. 'The common people
worship not only for their father, but also for their grandiather
and great-graud futher. Some go back two generations or more.
High officials worship for four while the king worhips for five
ancestors. Some curious customs regulate the period of mourn-
nig, strictly so called.

It the futher dies, the family goes into mourning for three
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174 THE KOREAN REPOSITORY.

years. If the father and mother die the same day, the same
period of mourning is observed ; and likewise, should the moth-
er die sometime after the father’s death. But if while the father
is alive the mother dies, the family wear mourning garments
for one year.

Again suppose three generations of a family to be living.
The father diesand the family goes into mourning for three years.
The grandfather dies next, and the son takes his dead father's
place in wearing mourning clothes for another three years,
Where a man received rank, posthumous rank is sometimes
given to his departed father from the feeling that the father must
always be considered higher than the son. An official cannot
hold office during the thiee years of mourning. And we re-
member how in the recent year of mourning for the Dowager
Queen custom required that the public offices be closed for a
long period of time. Custom also prescribes that no matter
how young a king may be at the time of his decease, his successor
must be younger than he, so that he can perform the sacrifices.

But to return to the family in mourning. Allusion has
been made to the mourning clothes ordinarily worn.  On the
minor sacrificial occasions a robe called the to pho™ is worn. 1t
consists of a flowing-sleeved garment, split up the back to the
waist, over which portion a fold falls to the bottom of the
sarment. During the three years, upon the two national mourn-
ing days, and upon the anniversary of the father’s death, an
«gpecial attire called the chey pok T is worn by the male relatives
during the period of mourning. Among other features tho
official hoop beltis worn; and the hat is peculiar, in which a
white loop goes up over a baggy skull-cap from front to rear.

During the three years a dish of fruit is constantly kept
before the ancestral tablet.
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ANCESTRAL WORSHIP AS PRACTIZED I KORFA, 175

Tet us consider the sacrifices {nrther demanded by the Taws
of ancestral worship.  During the tliree years cortain sacrificing
is rendered only before the decensed father's tablet, and not in
the ancestral temple. On the first and fifteenth of each Korean
month the saimang cheysa ™ is observod, and riceor vermicelli
soup amid lamentations is placed before the tablet. The tin.
for the sacrifics is one or two hours after midnieht. The nn-
niversary of the father's death isnvery important oceasion dur-
ing the movwrning years.  The first anniversary has o name,
tho sosang§; the second is called the taiseng i, In after yeurs
when the tablet has been placed beside the other tablets, this
anniversary goes by the nameof il chey-o§. While in mourn-
ing, on the night before thisanuiversary, sacrifice is made bofora
the tabilet, The wext morning friends visib the Gundly to mouen-
inz and svmpathize with thom, upon which ocension foed in
many varietivsis set before them, Some time durivg the day the
monrners repair to the grave and repeat the sacrifices of tles
previons year to the sonl inthe grave and to the mounutain spiril.

These constitnte the sacrifices peenline to the frst three
yeurs. Afterwards the offerings upon the fisst and fftecuth days
cease, while sacrifice on the father’s anciversary diay goes on
perpetuadlyy but in the ancestral temple where the other tablets
arve,  Mention shonld be made heie of the anniversaries of {he
grandfuther’s and great-grandfather’s death, when saerifice is
miule in the safopy or ancestral tenple. and at their graves.

We come now {o the eight Korsan holidays upon which
sacritice to the dead must be performed.  Only in these cases
the name is changed ud the relatives ave said to cheyrey Tau|.

The ocensions are New  Yearss day, [:Lljul‘l[ the 1st. of
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176 THX KOREAN REPOSITORY.

Feb.), the 15th. day of the first month which closes the New Year's
holiday season, the two national mourning days, and four other
fostivals. Upon these days sacrifice is offered at day-break. One
peculiarity marks the celebration of these eight festivals during
the monrning years, A doublesacrifice is performed at the house,
one in the satang before the remoter ancestors tablets, the other
later before the futher’s tablet in the other building. The two
general mourning days come in thespring and in the fall, one in
the third month corresponding to April, the other in the eighth
month, our September. Upon these two days the practice is
various. Some visit their father’s grave, and some donot. Others
again visit 1o addition the graves of their grandtather and re-
moter ancestors, upon which occasions they bow and offer their
food at the graves and before the presiding mountain spirit.

Now as to the significance of wll this ancestral worship.
The literature upon the ancestral worship of China, especially
the pamphlet by Dr.Yates, seems to indicate that the Chinese
believe that the happiness of the dead and of the living is
directly connected with ancestral worship.  Whether their
fathers are rich or beggars in the other world depends upon the
fidelity of their childven in keeping up the prescribed sacrifices,
and that their fathers reward or punish the living children
according to their faithfulness in ancestral worship.

The Koreans on the other hand seem to believe that the
condition of the dead 8 permanently fixed by the sentence of
the ten judges upon their arrival in the other world.

As nearly as I can learn after considerable inquiry, two
views are held among Koreans as to the significance of their an-
cestral worship. One elass wonld hold that whether i man wor-
ships his father or not, doesnot alfect the happinessof either the
father or the son. It affects the repulation of the son among
his acquaintances, as heing & man who shows disrespect to the
spivit of his father living in the ancestral tablet in his house.

Still other Koreans would say, that if they worship their
ancestors well, Hananim, the head of the Korean mythology
will reward such a man with money, honors and other promo-
ters of happiness and on the other hand will punish with
tronble the man who neglects to saceifice.  Such ave some of
the teatures of the ancestral worsiip of Korea.

Daviern L. Girrorp.



