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THE KOREAN REPOSITORY.

NOVEMBER, 1892.

SUGGESTIONS ON TRAVELLING IN KOREA,

Tne traveller in Korea must first of all provide himself with
an unlimited supply of patience. With this and but few things
else he may travel where hie will in the eight provinces, lut with-
out this he would Letter by far stay at home. He should also have
if possible, one reliable native either a teacher or a servant. 4s
to his method of travelling he can make choice of several
mades of conveyance but a wheeled vehicle of any kind is out
of the question, altheugh a bicyele has Deen ridden to Pyeng-
vang and hack to Seoul. The native of official rank will
nsually be carried in a sedan chair with from four to eight coolics
as bearers, but not many foreigners would undertake to travel
a great distance in that way onaccount of the expense involved.
The native official eon live off the people as he travels, but the
foreiguer must provide food for his army of coolies. The wo-
wen of the yang ban class and the ordinary gentlemen wlio can
afford it will usually travel in a two man chair, a method which
the foreigner may adopt, if he is willing to sit all day long
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in a space about two feet square with his legs doubled under
him while two men go jogging along at the rate of ten /7 an
hour. Such a chair can be obtained at the rute of about 300
cash per man for every ten /4, but one must then provide other
means for transportation of baggage and also have two extra
chair bearers it the distance to be covered be a long one. These
chairs are very numerous arotnd Seoul being usd for short jour-
neys but, while quite frequently need for long journeys also, this
1s not the usual method of travelling.

By far the rost common method is the riding of a horse
or donkey. The ordinary official, yang ban, nierchant, native
woman, and foreigner (Chinese, Jupan and Westerner) if he
does not walk will load his baggage in two well-mated bundles,
ona upon either side of o pack-pony, stra his blunkets on top
of these and mounting, ride thus with one leg dangling on
either side of the pony's neck., A saddle is somewhat more
comfortable but if economy isan item you will leave the saddle
at home and placing your load and yourself on one pony suve
the expense of an extrs pony. If your journey is to be one of
suveral hundred 74, or yon expect to be gone several weeks, one
pony will not carry your load and it is then very convenient to
mount your teacher or servant on the sacond load and thus you
¢an keep him with you or ssnd him ahead to sscure a room. If
you have both teacher or evangelist or interpreter, whichever
position the native muy hold, and a servant, you can take
turns abt ring the two ponies, for you will find it qnite
agreeable at times to rest yourself by walking, and after a
heart - meal of ri © and kimehi the walk doss one good.  These
puck-poaies can be hired, including the services of a mapos

groom), at the rate of about 3000 cash a day ($1.00 at present
equals 3300 cash), about 1200 cash being paid for the days in
which you do o travelling, If preferred the amount for the
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whole journey may be agreed upon, or you may pay by thetenZ:
at the rate of 400 cash. I have tried the tl ree methods and have
found it most satisfactory to agree upon the amount for the
whole journey, paying one half or at most three fourths inad-
vance leaving a good sum to be paid at the other end so as to se-
cure good service. With this arrangement you leave the mapoo
to provide for the expense of horse and man while on the road.

These ponics will very comfortably make 80 /i a day in
two stretches of 40 /¢ each, stopping two hours or more at noon
for dinner and rest. If in a hurry 100 or 120 74 is not a hard
day’s journey. How to carry money has heen my most perplex-
irg question. The Korean cash is of such emall value, all be-
ing of one denomination (one sixth of a cent) that a sum sufficient
for a month’s journey would require an extra pony or two for ifs
trapsportation. To obviate this expense foreigners have had
recourse to the Loan-cha, or order on the magistrates. This
lias been secured from the Foreign Office thraugh our Consuls,
Tt its use is far frem satisfuctory and is oljectionalile on the
gronrd that it may caure oppression of the people if the suim
asked is a Jarge cne and the magistrate’s heasury happens to be
bunkinpt.  In the magistracies in the meuntaivs of thenorth
1 fourd it imypossible to obtain moncy and so was comypelled
1o accept trarsportation Ly order of the ofiicial without Leing
able to pay the men for their feod or services. When the
meney is chitained and reccipts givgn it may be several months
or a year before they reach the Foreign Office and are presentsd
to you for settlement, and as the value of cash is always fiue-
tuating you can never knew what may be the exact amount of
your outstanding irdebtedness. However there may be cascs
where the nse of the koan-cha is rot cnly justifiable Lut 1 ce-
essary and it is well to be provided with one.

The most convenient form in which to carry money is the
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silver shoe of sycee. This is worth about $75.00 Japanese currency
and can be disposed of in the large cities of Pyengyang and
Euiju for from 45,000 to 55,000 small cash. I suppose it can
just as readily be exchanged in the capitals and large cities of
the south. Small pieces of sycee are not used. Money suffi-
cient for use between these larger cities can be taken upon your
ponies with your baggage. A party of three men will need from
3000 to 5000 cash a day (600 to 1000 small cash) according
to the amount of foreign food they may take. '

[ have found that for bedding a man can sleep very com-
fortably upon the stone and clay Korean floor or kang if he is
provided with a cotton padded native mattrass to lie upon and a
pair of heavy blankets to cover him. These encased in a canvas
covering make a comfortable seat while riding. A cot, simply
constructed which can be closely folded and easily packed upon
a pony would be still better as it would raise one off the floor
which is sometimes too hot, and away from the too numerous
vermin,

T'he food which can be procured is not ag good as that in
China but it iscleaner. The ordinary table on the main roads
consists of a large bowl of rice, a bowl of soup, kim-chi
(a kind of pickled cabbage), salt shrimp or fish, bean-curd cake,
and usunally another dish or two either of seaweeds, spronted
beans, an egg, or some beef. For this you pay about 300 cash a
table (I have paid as low as 100 and as high as 450). If well
cooked this food is not bad (though sometimes it is esecra-
ble), and after a walk or ride of fifteen miles it is even eaten
with a relish. Chickens and eggs can be bought for asmall sum,
500 cash, and are frequently a necessary addition to the fare. If
stopping for several days at a large place, beef, chickens, eggs
and in most places excellent fish can be procured and fried by
your boy. Korean candy made of barley or cane seed is not to
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be ignored as an article of food and the national dish of Louk-
syou (buckwheat vermicelli) makes a good lunch when one is
tired of rice. However, good kouksyou is seldom to be obtained
along the road. When contemglating a long stay in the country
one should take a supply of crackers, tea, sugar, and a few cans
of meat and fruits.

A foreigner will be entertained at the magistrate’s if he
reqnests it but if he desires to win the people it is far better
for him to stopatan inn where he will always get a room for
himself and teacher and where he can usually get an inner room if
he asks for it. Not long after you have entered you are pretty
sure to make the acquaintance of the landlord who considers him-
self entitled to the freedom of your room, a privilege which the
whole community isapt to claim. In travelling off the main roads
you are very apt to be told that there is no room to be had and
that you must go ten /¢ further on. In such a case, however
tired you may be and however late it may be, anger is out of
place. Take it coolly, tell your boy to find a room, and sit down
somewhere to wait. You will get a room though it may become
necessary for you to call for the mayor of the village and show
your passport. Avoid disprites with Koreansgive them plenty
of time while you keep in good lhumor and you will get what
you want. Impatience and anger invariably give them the ad-
vantage and you gain nothing. Tired aud hungry as you may
be at times, all the noise and furor you can raise will not inducs
your landlady to prepare the meal in less than an hour.

Three small articles that should not be forgotten and
which add materially to comfort are a good supply of Bulack
(insect powder), a pair of slippers, and blacking brushes.
Korean etiquette requires that a man take ofi his shoes liefore
entering the house, a thing which he is glad to do alter a lung
walk over rough, muddy roads.
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With the exception of the rainy season, July and Angust,
one may travel at any time of year although in the north the
wianter months will be found to be pretty severe, and the
journey must be made in shorter stages.

If a man is a sporteman, a shot gun will frequently pro-
vide his table with game, as the country abounds in geese,
ducks, pheasauts, and quail. I have never seen the slightest
reagon for taking firearms as weapons notwithstanding the
constant rumors of bands of rolbers throughont the country.
The Koreans are a most amiable people and although eurions,
familiar and loud in their speech at times, they arenot (uarvel-
some or vicious. A man who adapts himselt to their eustams
and ideas (and why should he not?) may travel anywhere amoryg
them without difiicnlty. I shall be glad Mr. Lditor, i’ thess
eotes cull cut seme remarks from others whose exporience
amay have been ditferent from mive.

Sayeen A, MovrveTr.



	rabbit.pdf
	Local Disk


